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GGMGVA MEETING MINUTES  
 Glacial Gardeners’ Minutes 

     June 13, 2017 
 

GG’s, members of the 2017 MG train-
ing class, Scott and Sabrina met in 
the large conference room of the 
Natural Resources Center at 6:00 
p.m. for a POTLUCK MIXER in cele-
bration of the last class of this ses-
sion. Afterwards, GG’s moved to the 
Curry Room where Chairperson Fleu-
rette called the meeting to order at 
7:25 p.m. with the following members 
in ATTENDANCE:  Nancy, Mary S, 
Lori, Sharon, Karen, Fleurette and 
Sabrina.     
 
Nancy moved, Lori supported and mo-
tion carried to accept Secretary 
Karen’s MAY MINUTES as published 
in the GGs’ Grapevine. 
 
Those who are due “funny money” for 

July 2017 

 So looking out the window this month brings a huge change!  Green everywhere as far as the eye 
can see and lush everything!  In some cases, too much lush, as in weeds, plants that have spread far 
beyond the space that was allotted to them as well as in places nowhere near where they started 
out.  Some of them I dig and pot up for the fall plant sale and some of them, good grief, I just rip 
them out because they are overwhelming.  I did have some really snazzy red aphids on the heliop-
sis that I’ve never seen before!  Because, of course, lots of rain means lots of bugs and slugs and 
lots of diseases.  Just when I think gardening will be a little easier with less time needed to water, 
everything gets attacked by something.  And we all know I am the poster child for attacking 
somethings.   
 
Please note the change in the July meeting, both date and time, so that we can accommodate our 
group’s usual garden tour.  Directions, etc., appear elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
And a HUGE thank you to Mary S for setting this all up and for the Northwoods members who 
will be participating and opening their gardens to us.   
Hope to see you all there! 

Fleurette 

NEXT  

MEETING 

TUESDAY 

July 18 

*5:00pm 

(Mary Ann 

Swenski’s 

house) 

TO DO LIST:  

~Next meeting on July 

18 at 5:00 in Iron 

Mountain (directions 

inside) 

~Get ready for Lake-

wood Garden Tour 

~Get ready for County 

Fairs 

 

bringing in their up-to-date VOLUN-
TEER HOURS were Nancy,  Mary S,  
Sharon, Karen and Fleurette. 
 
Sharon moved, Lori supported and 
motion carried to accept Treasurer 
Nancy’s report of MAY ACCOUNT 
BALANCES. 
 
UWEX:  Sabrina showed us the Fa-
cebook page which has been estab-
lished and on which she will post our 
events.  Sabrina encouraged us to en-
ter our volunteer hours online.  It was 
suggested we get together in August 
to learn how to do this.    
 
WIMGA:  No report 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
BEAUTIFICATION - It was report-
ed that the gorgeous new arbor built  

(continued on page 3) 

Fleurette’s Chat 
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 Support Services for attending meeting + driving time. 

 Hours spent on preparing gardens for the Lakewoods garden tour. 

Tour directions: 
We will be starting 
at 5pm at the Swen-
ski home at 510 N 
Hemlock St. in Iron 
Mountain.  
 
Take US2 to Pine 
Mountain Road and 
turn left on  Beverly 
St. which turns into 
Walker St. Turn 
right on Hemlock.  
It’s right around the 
bend.    
 
Our next stop is the 
Wall home at 725 
Brookfield St. in 
Kingsford and the 
Hord residence, 
which is right 
around the corner.    
 
From Mary Ann 
Swenski’s, return to 
the Pine Mountain 
Road where you 
make a left.  Go to 
the stop sign, which is Brookfield.  Make a right and go to 725 on the left, the Wall home.  
 
To get to Patty Hord’s house, go West on Brookfield, take the first right on Bluff Ave. 805 is 
on the left.   
 
When leaving this location, go back to Pine Mountain Road (which is now called Westwood)  
make a right and take it down to Woodward Ave, turn right towards the airport on Woodward 
and continue on past the airport.  Woodward becomes  Riverhill Rd when it turns north before 
the airport, just so you know.  Just past the airport make a right on Wagner Drive and go to 
W9858, Mary Stolze’s house.   
 
See you there! 

GARDEN TOUR—NEXT MEETING ON JULY 18TH  
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by the Florence School shop class students has been placed with help from several volunteers and agencies.  What a 
beautiful addition to the gazebo garden. We will see that Mr. Beck gets the kiosk plans by August. Mary moved, Nancy 
supported and motion carried that Frank’s bill for arbor hardware be paid.  It was suggested that GG’s attend a future 
concert night together in the gazebo garden. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP - Thank you cards have been received from Spencer Davis, Lance Davis, and Jovanna Erickson.  GG 
scholarships will be presented at the August 8 meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
SPRING PLANT SALE WRAP-UP:  We had a very successful Spring Plant Sale.   Advertising was very good.   Pos-
sibly three check-out tables could be set up next year, especially for the first hour of the sale.  We need more uniform 
prices.  We could also use physical labor for set up of tables; possibly members of the Torpedo group could help.  It was 
noted that our street banner has been misplaced.  We need to follow up on this.       
 
LAKEWOOD GARDEN TOUR,  Wednesday,  July 26:   There will be a sign-up sheet at the July meeting for members 
to sign up for this tour with the Lakewood area gardeners.  We will decide if there should be snacks at the Hillcrest 
School. 
 
Mary S reported there will be a garden tour on Saturday, July 29, in the EAGLE RIVER area. 
 
There will be a CHIT CHAT at Katy’s in July.   
 
Watch e-mail for details RE: our JULY GG MEETING and garden tour to be arranged by Mary S. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Fleurette will contact Lucas, Summer Horticulture assistant, RE: a COUNTY FAIR exhibit theme.  Garden tools was sug-
gested. 
 
A request for FINANCIAL SUPPORT was received from the Florence County School District for a new greenhouse.  
Mary moved, Sharon supported and motion carried to donate $500 to the Florence School District to help fund their 
new greenhouse with the caveat that we reinforce our cooperative relationship with the school. 
 
Nancy reported there’s an issue with the GG COMPUTER BATTERY.  Nancy will keep us informed of any further devel-
opments. 
 
Lori moved, Nancy supported and motion carried to ADJOURN at 8:35 p.m.  

Looking for horticulture information? Check out the archive of horticulture articles at 

http://wimastergardener.org/articles/ or use the search engine in the upper right corner of the website and type in a key-

word.  

Most of the horticulture information articles posted on this site also can be read for CE credit (0.5 hours each) if approved by 

the local County Coordinator. To get CE, you must note in the comments a specific thing you learned. If there is no comments 

box, that article cannot be used for CE (these include articles about botanic gardens, All-America Selections winners and a 

few others  

http://blogs.ces.uwex.edu/wimastergardener/county-coordinator-responsibilities/


A great year to be a fungus 
 
            No, that title isn’t exactly a newsworthy headline for anyone who takes care of plants, but it is 
certainly the truth.  The weather patterns of the past month and a half have been very conducive for 
fungal pathogens to get started in plants, and to spread either within the plant or from plant to plant.  
Almost any fungal species that can affect plants is doing so this year.  The conditions that make it so 
good for fungi are also some of the same reasons we are looking more tropical jungle - like in our ar-
ea. 
            Moisture is one part of the puzzle, as relative humidity is one of the key factors allowing fungal 
spores to be able to successfully germinate and then infiltrate and become established in plant mate-
rial.  However, many fungi also need something else to go along with the moisture - an entry point.  
This year’s stormy weather patterns have brought significant wind, very heavy rain, and occasional 
hail.  These three events all cause small (or large!) wounds in plant leaves, branches, flower petals, 
stems, and even trunks of woody perennials occasionally.  Temperatures that are consistently warm, 
but not hot, are also usually perfect for most of our fungal pathogens. 
            The combination of an entry point and the correct mix of temperature and moisture create the 
perfect opportunity for fungal spores to initiate disease.  If we have plant species which are disease 
prone, we can normally protect them with proper fungicide applications.  This year, that hasn’t 
worked out very well, either, as the rains are so common that re-application would be necessary al-
most daily. 
            The question of the moment is how do we help the plants that are facing disease pressure?  
Start by helping promote air flow as much as possible.  That could potentially entail thinning leaves or 
branches on plants that are really overgrown (or should have been divided this spring, anyway).  
Pruning up on plants is also a practice to consider, as the bases of the plants are often where condi-
tions are most perfect for fungi to start.  It also means making sure to keep weed growth down in be-
tween your preferred plants.  
            Another aspect of this practice is to monitor plants closely for disease symptoms and remove 
those plant parts, wherever feasible.  This will both increase air flow and hopefully remove inoculum 
and prevent further spread of the disease.  One abnormal recommendation for our area may be to ac-
tually consider removing mulch so that the soil can dry out more completely (if we stay in a wetter 
cycle).  Mulch is a great way to help our plants in a normal year, by saving moisture; but this year 
calls for different tactics, at least in some situations. 
            Nutrient status is going to be a bit different than normal this year, as well.  Plant as well.  Plant 
available nitrogen and potassium can be washed through the soil in heavy rains or irrigation events.  
It is possible that nitrogen status of your soil is normally very good, but may be on the low side this 
year.  If you are seeing general yellowing of older leaves without disease symptoms, then consider 
adding some nitrogen containing fertilizer to the area.  However, be conservative in your amounts 
and quick in your timing, as N applications later than early July can cause dormancy issues in some 
perennials. 
            A couple other practices to consider: 
- Cut the plants down and force them to re-grow.  This obviously doesn’t work with some species, so 
know your plant and its abilities, but may be an option for some.  
- If perennial plants are stressed, don’t let them bloom.  Yes, I know, the flowers are the reasons you 
raise the plants.  BUT, they are also the most stressful thing those plants do all year.  If you are truly 
concerned about the plant, cutting off the buds as soon as you see them will allow the plant to put a 
lot more energy into crown regeneration and possibly overwinter better. 
            Last point is to make sure you know what you’re dealing with.  If you have a set of symptoms 
that are unfamiliar to you, or new plants, consider bringing samples into the office or doing some re-
search on your own to ascertain what precise disease is affecting your plants.  Knowing your enemy 
allows you to better understand how to manage/prevent it. 
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If you need five tools to solve 

a problem in the garden, four 

of them will be easy to find. 

~Mike Garofalo, Pulling  

Onions   
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RECIPES 
SHEET PAN CHICKEN SUPPER 
From the Pioneer Woman Blog 
 

 1 box of stuffing mix 

 1 whole Medium Red Onion, Cut Into Chunks 

 3 stalks Celery, Sliced 

 2 whole Carrots, Peeled And Cut Into Chunks 

 1-1/2 teaspoon Kosher Salt 

 1 teaspoon Black Pepper 

 1/2 teaspoon Ground Sage 

 1/2 teaspoon Ground Thyme 

 8 whole Bone In Chicken Thighs 

 1 cup Butter, Cut Into Small Pieces 

 

 Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Place the stuffing 

mix, onion, celery, and carrots on a sheet pan. Toss 

together with your hands. Nestle the chicken thighs 

all around the pan, skin side up. Mix together the 

salt, pepper, sage, and thyme and sprinkle it all over 

the chicken, bread, and veggies. Dot the top with the 

butter. 

 

Place the pan in the oven for 15 minutes. Use a wooden spatula to stir the bread and veggies, mixing in 

the butter. Do not disturb the chicken. Return the pan to the oven and continue roasting for 25 to 30 

minutes, until chicken is completely cooked.  

 

Remove the pan from the oven, stir the bread and veggies, and serve! 

 

LIGHT Strawberry Pie 

From Taste of Home 

 1 can (8 ounces) unsweetened crushed pineapple 

 1 package (.8 ounce) sugar-free cook-and-serve vanilla pudding mix 

 1 package (.3 ounce) sugar-free strawberry gelatin 

 3 cups sliced fresh strawberries 

 1 reduced-fat graham cracker crust (8 inches) 

 1/2 cup reduced-fat whipped topping 

 

Directions 

1. Drain pineapple, reserving juice in a 2-cup measuring cup. Set pineap-
ple aside. Add enough water to juice to measure 1-1/2 cups; transfer to 
a saucepan. Whisk in the pudding mix and gelatin until combined. 
Bring to a boil; cook and stir for 1-2 minutes or until thickened. Stir in pineapple. Remove from the heat; cool 
for 10 minutes. 

2. Add the strawberries; toss gently to coat. Pour into crust. Refrigerate until set, about 3 hours. Garnish each 
piece with 1 tablespoon whipped topping. Refrigerate leftovers. Yield: 8 servings. 



University of Wisconsin 

Cooperative Extension Office 

5628 Forestry Drive 

Florence, WI  54121 

Glacial Gardeners 

Master Gardener 

Volunteer Association 

 

www.wimastergardener.org/?q=glacial 

glacial.gardeners@gmail.com 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 

JULY 
 
18 Meeting at 5pm at Mary Ann Swenski’s 
house 

 
26Lakewood Garden Tour starting at Hillcrest 
School at 8:30am.  

 
29 Garden Tour in Eagle River (ask 
Mary Stolze for more info) 
 
 


