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Factors Affecting Management 
of Timber on the CNNF



Early Management Focused on the Best Science 
and Public Values at the Time ïSilviculture and 
the Production of Fiber



National Forest Management Act of 
1976 ïLeading to Comprehensive 
Forest Plans in the 1980ôs

Public response to intensive forest management on public lands ï
Bitterroot National Forest in Montana and Monongahela NF in West 
Virginia.

Shift from primarily forestry principles affecting national forests to a 
mix of values desired by the American public ïtimber products, 
access, fish and wildlife habitat, clean water, variety of recreational 
settings and experience, scenic values.

No one value trumped all of the others ïnational forests to be 
managed for optimal mix of ñnet public benefits.ò

First generation of Forest Plans very contentious ïappeals and 
lawsuits.  Continues to be process by which the public debates ñwhat 
national forests are for and how they are to be managed.ò



�„ Two Forest Plans for CNNF

�„ Original in 1986

�„ Revision and combination in 2004


